
ÉCOLE PARKSIDE 

PEMAC  

(Physical Education, Musical 

Arts and Culture) 

 

Did you know that our  

PEMAC activities have  

begun? We have had a  

number of students 

attend the bowling alley  

recently, as well as some 

presentations four our grade 

two and four students from 

some aboriginal drummers. 
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Remembrance Day Assembly 
The month of November has already flown by, and students and teachers at Ecole 

Parkside continue to demonstrate amazing things each and every day. As Re-

membrance Day occurs partly through this month, it is only natural that some 

classroom attention is brought to this day, ensuring that students at Ecole 

Parkside understand why we pay so much attention to this day.  

Walking through the hallways at the beginning of the month, you would have been 

blown away be the quality of some of the art projects created which depicted a 

number of different themes from Remembrance Day. There were wreaths of pop-

pies, paintings and pastel images of Flanders’ Field as well as a variety of other 

images and depictions which paid honour and respect to this day. A selection of 

these images have been used throughout this issue, and a number of images are 

still displayed throughout our halls should you wish to walk through and take a 

look first hand. 

Last Tuesday, we held our Remembrance Day ceremony in the gym. It was a rela-

tively short ceremony in which we explained the significance of the poppy and 

talked a lot about why we continue to wear these today. The assembly was a sol-

emn in nature, and I was extremely pleased with the level of respect and decorum 

our students displayed. Students from Mme Legare and Mme Ryan’s classes did a 

tremendous job in their reading of In Flanders Field in both French and English. I’d 

also like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents and guests we had join us 

on this day. I continue to marvel at the level of cooperation and support we as a 

school receive from all of you. Thank You. 
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Quality Instruction  

& Collaborative Practices 

What Happens during 1/2 Day Fridays? 
We had some interesting dialogue with our parents at our Parent council meeting 

yesterday evening about what we call Professional Learning Communities (PLC) 

or what most would call our half day Fridays. While we discussed this openly it 

became clear that while we often celebrate the things happening in our class-

rooms with students, we rarely share our experiences in professional learning 

communities with our school community. 

Our PLC days are spent doing one of three things. Once a month time is set aside 

for a staff meeting in which we go over all the school and organizational items we 

need to discuss as a district. A number of our teachers sit on committees during 

their time outside of the school and these meetings are a time when they share 

reports from their various committees and provide information to the staff. The rest 

of our time is divided in to School Improvement Planning (SIP) and Professional 

Learning Communities (PLC). Each week we do a little bit of both at Ecole 

Parkside.  

During our SIP time we will often work with school and district experts in specified 

areas to help target items we are trying to improve as a school. This week, for 

instance, teachers will be working with reading recovery teachers and district 

coaches Johanne Kemp, Ginette Pele and Lynne Goosney on reading behaviours. 

Understanding these reading behaviours will help understand the specifics about 

our children’s abilities to read and target reading instruction in both French and 

English. Our school SIP goals this year cover some specific areas in both numera-

cy (math) and literacy (language arts) which is how we chose our focus for these 

meetings.  

Continued on next page 

Collaborative  

Practices 

YMCA Survey 

 

As you know next year with our 

move to Ecole Montrose, things 

might look a little different. One of 

these changes is that Glory Gar-

den, our in house child care pro-

vider will not be coming with us 

and will be shutting down at years 

end.  

As such, Grande Prairie Public 

School District has remained com-

mitted to providing a child care 

option for our students. They are 

currently seeking feedback on a 

child care opportunity provided by 

the YMCA. A survey should have 

gone home with your child on 

Monday. If you did not receive it, 

we have uploaded a copy to both 

our school page, as well as our 

facebook page. Please take a mo-

ment to fill this out and return to 

the school by tomorrow if you have 

not already done so.  

 

 



Collaborative  

Practices 

1/2 Day Survey 

I recently emailed a survey 
to all parents at École 
Parkside. In this survey we 
are seeking feedback from 
you on the current frame-
work and impact on the half 
day Fridays. This short sur-
vey consists of 5 questions 
designed to gage your satis-
faction with our current 
framework and to provide 
comments and feedback on 
its impact for you as a fami-
ly, as well as the perceived 
impact on school instruction. 
All teachers and support 
staff have completed a simi-
lar survey and we would ask 
kindly that as many parents 
as possible please do the 
same. 

The information from this 
survey will go to the board 
and help guide them as they 
work with our central office 
partners to plan our school 
calendar for the coming 
years. 

If you did not receive this, 
please contact me at the 
school and I will email you a 
copy. 

 

 

Other guest presentations this year have come from Tracie Anthony our district 
numeracy coordinator and Joanne Pitman our district Principal. We also often 
utilize the talents of our amazing teachers during this time. 

Our Professional Learning Community (PLC) period is time set aside for teachers 
to meet in their grade or subject level groups to discuss teaching practices and 
classroom strategies. Each group sets goals which are aligned with both the 
school improvement goals, district goals and provincial goals. These goals vary 
between the grade and subject levels but like our school improvement, are linked 
to numeracy and literacy. 

Some of the really cool things you have likely heard about happening in our class-
rooms are directly linked to the work that happens on these days. For instance, 
our kindergarten and grade one teachers have worked collaboratively to imple-
ment the District Counting Principles summary. This is a tool in which our teachers 
are really able to break down some of the key components in mathematics need-
ed at this age. Our grade two, three and grade four teachers have worked exten-
sively on regrouping during math classes. Using a few classes a week, students in 
each class go to specific teachers to receive math instruction targeted at their par-
ticular level. Those learners who may be struggling, receive instruction to help 
build up basic skills and competencies, while those who may be having success 
receive the extra push they need to build on, develop and improve in this area. 
Mme Tina continues to use formative assessment with her preschool students to 
guide her instruction on colours.   

We as a school really value the time we have to work, and our ability to meet 
weekly has been very purposeful. I’m very happy we were able to have this dis-
cussion at our parent council meeting. As a result of the discussion last night we 
will continue to  share highlights from our Fridays on our social media pages. I 
encourage you to ask your children’s teacher about the work they are doing in 
their groups and the resulting classroom impact. I am sure they would be more 
than happy to share.  

 



Stay up to date 

Our Newsletters go out 

twice a month.  

Sign up for these     

newsletters at our École 

Parkside website      

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/

school/parkside/Pages/

default.aspx 

Stay up to date with day 

to day happenings on our 

school facebook page 

www.facebook.com/

ecoleparkside 

 

Effective Leadership 
Winter Parking Problems 

You may have noticed that some new signs went up along 91A avenue stating 
“No parking between November 15 and April 15.” These signs have caused some 
confusion as they state “AS DECLARED.” 

We called the city last week and the explanation we received was that parents are 
still permitted to park where they always have provided that they don’t violate the 
other no stopping zones, and that they do not park when  a “declared” snow clear-
ing day occurs.  

Parents can follow the City of Grande Prairie’s facebook page to see when snow 
clearing in planned. Their facebook page can be found at https://
www.facebook.com/cityofgp/ . Parent can also call the City between 7:00 am and 
7:00 pm at 780-538-0300. 

Also, Parents if you are using the far end of our parking lot, we would kindly ask 
that you please walk your children through the parking lot to the side walk. There 
are too many cars pulling in and out in the morning and we would prefer that little 
ones are accompanied by someone. Also if you are using the parking lot, please 
be cautious of your surroundings and take a little extra time before backing out to 
ensure our little ones stay safe. 

 

 

 

Upcomming 
Events 

November 20  

A Few of Your Favorite 

Things. Shopping Night. 

December 31 

NYE Comedy Night,   

Dinner & Soiree 




